Chlorophyta, the Green Algae
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the most beautiful and fascinating objects in the plant kingdom.
A colony may contain as few as five hundred cells, but usually they
are several thousand. The cells are arranged in a single layer at the
periphery of the colony and are surrounded by a gelatinous matrix
(Figs. 465, 467). The center of the colony may contain thinner
gelatinous material or water. In some species the individual cells

Fie. 466. Volvox (Merrillosphaera) africana, a bisexual colony
Note that no connecting strands are visible between the cells of the colony.
The large cells within the colony are oospores. The six smaller bodies are
groups of spermatozoids. (x 165)
are connected with each other by prominent protoplasmic strands
(Figs. 464,465), in others by fine strands, while in still other species
connecting strands have not been demonstrated (Figs. 466, 468).
However, there^is indirect evidence that protoplasmic connections
between cells, perhaps very fine ones in some cases, are of gen-
eral occurrence in Volwx and related genera. The individual cells
are much like those of CKlamydomonas. They have two flagella,
contractile vacuoles, an eyespot, and a single chloroplast which
is often cup-shaped and usually has a single pyrenoid. Volvox